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Tothe Gentlemen, Clergy, Preebolders, and 
other Inhabitants, of the 


 GenNTLEMEN, 

Tur laſt general metting of the 
County of York having adopted u 
1 the duration of 
« parliament to 4 term not extreding 
* rhyee years,” the wenn genilenien of | 
your own committee may probably have 
been induced, by the laudable defire of 
preſerving unazimity with that reſpecta- 
ble county, to recommend the fame pro- 
jofitic the your popes. Be pleaſed, 
re, ; previoully to confder, whe- 
ther it is probable that a majority of the 
freebolders, &c. of the Yorkſhice meet- 
ing did really mean to prefer iriennia! 
elefions to the ancient legal uſage and 
conſtitution of annual parkaments, or 
whether they may not rather have been 
induced to poſtpone the open declara - 
tion of their hu attachment to that an- 
cient low for frequent parliaments, (viz. 
B a every 


conceive, that annual elections, and ©* more 


1 

nan Sand be.) 
merely through a defire to preſerve the 
unanimity of their own meeting, by yield- 
ing a little, for the preſent, to the preju- 
dices of a few particular gentlemen a- 
mong them, (perſons, indeed, of great 
worth and efteem, in many reſpects, 
and whoſe ſentiments in general deſerve 
the utmoſt attention and regard, but) 
who unhappily, in this point, are apt to 


* often if need be,” would be attended 
with ſome inconveniences to themſebves, 
You have undoubtedly, in your own 
county, alſo, ſeveral worthy gentlemen 
of fortune, to whom great reſpect is due 
from the people, on account of their 
known independence, and ſteady oppo- 
fition to bad meaſures in general, who 
_ nevertheleſs, perhaps, may entertain be 
fame erroneous conceptions of frequent e- 
lectians; and therefore you can, by your 
own feelings, (I mean your reſpect and 
eſteem 


kind of laudable influence muſt neceſſa- 


1 
eſteem for ſuch worthy men, ) more ea- 
ly judge of the fett which the ſame 


rily have cauſed in the Yorkſhire meet 
ing ; which is the beſt reaſon, I believe, 
that can be aſſigned for their having 
adopted that unconſtitutional meaſure. 

You are therefore moſt earneſtly re- 
queſted to confider the following plain 

I. That, though great deference and 
reſpect be certainly due to ſuch worthy 
and independent gentlemen as I have 
deſcribed, yet your condeſcenfion to 
them ought to have ſome due limitation. 
dom ought ſurely to mark out tbe ut- 
| moſt extent of your compliance with the 
worthy part of the arifocratical intereſt. 
II. That if, on the contrary, your 
endeavours to preſerve UNANIMITY 
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1 
« cumpliance, for the ſake of unanimity,” 
was moſt joſtly due to them ; and, the 
more eſpecially, as it appears that they 
formed their concluſions by the funda- 
mental laws and uſages of the conſtitu- 
tion. The ſtriking ſimilarity alſo of this 
deputation, in many reſpecls, to an anci- 
ent example of a national deputation from 
all the counties, cited, on this occaſion, 
by lord Carysfort,® from Hoveden, adds 
great weight to the reſolutions in queſ- 
tion, as well as to the importance of that 
unanimity with which they were formed. 
VI. That the membersof the late depu- 
tation have unenimouſhy declared, in their 
B 4 memorial, 


1 The deputies, in their memorial, declare, that 
© foertening the duvation of the ſting of purkament can only 


* be done, CONSISTENTLY WITH THE CONSTITUTION, 


* or with the beſt policy its any enlarged view, uy nonr- 
© ENING IT T@ THE PERIOD OF & Yar.” And this 


they farther explain in the words of the old Ratutes, vix. 
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ä 
memorial, that** annual parliaments are the 
Ancient conſtitutien of this kingdom, and 
© the birthright of Engliſkmen;z” and, in 
the three laſt paragraphs of their memo- 
rial, which are highly worthy your moſt 
careful attention, have not only proved 
that the old laue, requiring @ par- 
« [jament to be helden every year once, 
* and more often if need be,” meant a new 
parliarnent every year, &c. (by the inftan- 
ces of writs iſſued tuo or three times in 
be ſame year, for new eleQlions,”) but 
they alſo prove, from the experience of 
former ages, that theſe very frequent e'ec- 
tians were not attended with any ſuch in 
conveniences, as the advocates for long 
parliaments commonly pretend, but, on 
the contrary, recommend them, © as 
conſiſtent with the greats peace,” Ges 


2 ia ſome 
. hee tne inthe ame Fr for new 
elections, 
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And, therefore, you are defired to confi- 
der, VII. 


© eleftions, till Richard II. made himſclf abſolute. 
© And various were the occafions, in thoſe times, when 
© the commons gave for anſwer, to any new propoſitions 
ol magnitude, that THEY DARED NOT AGREE WiTH- 
© QUT CONFERENCE WITH THEIR COUNTRIES. At 
© what period then was it, that the conſent of the people 
© was aſked and obtained to ſa momentous a propoſal as 
© that of di them of their controul over 
© their tatives? in fact, of giag the terms on 
_ © which the delegation had paſſed from their hands? An- 
© NUAL PARLIAMENTS are, therefore, the ancizur 
8 — S$TITUT1ONn of England, and the z1nTHRIGHT of 
« 
Nor are they leſs beneficial in policy than unalienable 
* in right. In the language of ancient times, before the 
© prejudices of habit had thrown falſe colours over names 
r awith the 
race, and mf peacrably —ę— And, in par- 
' records, for more than two hundred years 
- from 49 Hen. III. till 22 Edw. IV. we find 
1 
three inſtances of elections queſtipned on any ground ;— 
6 acircumfizaceſucly — put in contraſt 
© with that multituc. of enquiries which, of 


* taxe, of the thing; the duration of the ſeat was not an 


© object for a violent conteſt. This will alſo the 
© objeftion arifiug trom the of tumult and ex 
- prafrencls; to remove which it wi farther contribute 
© not a little, if we would give attention to what paſſes 
* now among thei logs bodies of electors, who annual- 
93.57 foes. But the = 
corruption ſurmounts every thing elſe. Noching 
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VII. That the Yorkſhire propoſition 
for ſhortening * tbe duration of parlia- 
« ments to a term, not exceeding three 
ce years,” is totally different from the 
Hertening of duration, explained and re- 
commended by the ſaid deputics, as tb 
ancient conſtitution of the kingdom, and 
« the birthright of Engliſkmen;” and, 
what is worſe, has been adopted without 
the leaſt mention of that b:;rtbright in any 
faving clauſe, to aſſert and preſerve your | 
juſt claim to it for a future time: where 
by ĩt is manifeſt, that ihe promoters of this 
triennial ſcheme have really been the firft 
—_— 2 offenders - 
tion. A ſear for three years t induce a man's at- 
* tention to a bribe, He that fits but for one is un- 
© likely to experience ſuch an offer, or will ily re- 
ect it, if he would not wiſh to put all his future expec 
* tatioas to an imminent ritque. YN 
_ * When once the conſtitution of parliament is improved, 


© in theſe leading points, every thing elſe, that may ap- 
© pear to have its ſhare in reformation, mult be ſubord;. 


_ © nate in us claſs, and muſt follow in its time. Aud, 


the more cffeftually to inſure theſe, we entreat you, nei-_ 
6 ther at the next or any future election, to engage 
ſupport to „ - rave. before you are ſatisfied that 
he will give his aſfftance, in parliament; to the efta-. 
bliſament of ſo much of theſe reforms as may not then 
de accowplifhed.” 


( mw } 


— that defeable imenimity, 
which the conference of deputics was in- 
tended to effect; and, therefore, the cry. 
of ** neceſſary unanimity, by which alone 
that uncon ſtitutianal propoſition is at pro. 
attention. What! would you be anen;- 
tary conſtitution of the kingdom, which 
the :r:enmal ſcheme is manifeſtly caleu- 
lated to ſupplant? You ought never to 
VIII. That the people have already 
been betrayed by a !riexnial parliament? 
That the repreſantatives of the people, 
in a friennial parliament, uſurped the le- 


——_— — 
« ſulting their countries,” 0 prolong 
the duration of parliaments to the preſent 
—— 
by 


cw 1 
by they eſtabliſhed the baſis of that de- 
teſtable ſyſtem of corruption which has 
been the true ſource of all your preſent 
grievances! And, therefore, be pleaſed 
to confider, —— 
IX. That /riexnial parliaments, as well 
to the ſtate, and fo grofily inconfiſtent 
with the ancient legal parliamentary con- 
eſſential /aws and uſages, by which that 
_ conſtitution is declared and known, are 
really ſuſpended by them. You cannot, 
therefore, without notorious di ſſenalty, (in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word,] adopt the 
propoſition for friennial parliaments : fo 
that you have a moſt ample excuſe for not 
concurring with a few particular gentle- 
men, (whom you would otherwiſe with to 
in this matter would exceed the conflituti- 
onal bounds of condeſcenſion, (mentioned 
in 


13 


ꝗͤ— — 
really tend. to ſubvert the . people's juſt 
right fo more frequent eleflions. — Be- 
cauſe it is manifeſt, — . . _ 
X. That the conceſſion of a popular 
right, made by the people themſelves in 
their collective capacity, at their ſeveral 
county- meetings, is infinitely more bind- 
ing upon them (to exclude any future 
claim to the ceded right) than the ſame 
conceſſion would be, if made merely by 
heir repreſentatives in parliament, with- 
out the inſtruction or concurrence of the 
people. And, therefore, you ought to be 
particularly thankful, —— | 
XI. That the people themſelves, the 
great body of conſtituents, have never 
yet, by any ſuch conceſſion, betrayed that 
— Avebrighe, (as the deputies call | 
k,) the ancient Jaw for annual parlia- 
ments. It has too often been ſuſpended 
. 


a 
ple at large, — # ial i- 


device, (which even alfetied u fandamen+ 
e ic without con- 
fing thetr countries,” which the con 
ftituclon «b{dlutely- requires in ſuch an 
important caſe ; ſo that even that unwar- 


rantable prefiimption of the repreſenta- 


fives (in neglefting to conſult the people) 
j» the very circumſtance which fil pre- 
ſerves 


. 

as 4 part of the conflitution, and as a juſt 
right of the people, which they are en- 
titled to demand and reſume whenever 
they ſhall be pleaſed to inſtruct their re- 
preſentatives for that purpoſe; and to 
ven freqjon to the conflitution, who thall 
dare tooppoſe them! But if, on the 
_ contrary, the people themſeives, in their 
ſeveral county-courts, or aſſemblies, ſhould 
de ſo inconfiderate, or fo deprived, as to 

conſent indiſcriminately to the propofi- 
| tion for a friemial election, without a ſa- 
ving clauſe to aſſert their birthright and 
reſerve their title to more frequent clec- 
tions, (which the Yorkſhire meeting has 


unwarily done,) know, for a certainty, — 
NT. That, in ſuch an unhappy inat- 


tention to their own rights, (which, 1 
with,) they would berroy the it on 
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truſt alſo that y will excuſe the leve- 
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